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TRAFFIC RULES AND REGULATIONS

41-5-4

proper control and management of finance companies writing and issuing
insurance policies or contracts under the provisions of this act respecting
insurance written by such finance companies.
History:
L. 1947, ch. 62, § 2; C. 1943,
Supp., 57-6a-16.

41-5-3. Submission of rates and copy of policy to insurance commissioner. Said companies must submit the rates to be charged for such insurance and a copy of the contract or policy of insurance proposed to be
written by the finance company to the insurance commissioner, and obtain
his approval of such policy and rates prior to the issuance or sale of any
such policy.
History:
L. 1947, ch. 62, § 3; C. 1943,
Supp., 57-6a-17.

41-5-4. Applicability of general insurance code. The prov1s10ns of
the general insurance code relating to eligibility of investments, deposits
of securities and capital and surplus requirements shall not be applicable
to finance companies operating under the provisions of this act; except that
section 31-12-4 and section 31-12-8, Utah Code Annotated 1953, shall be
applicable and in compliance with requirements of Title 31, Chapter 13,
Utah Code Annotated 1953.
History:
L. 1947, ch. 62, § 4; C. 1943,
Supp., 57-6a-18; L. 1949, ch. 55, § 1.

Compiler's Notes.
The 1949 amendment added the exception.

CHAPTER 6
TRAFFIC RULES AND REGULATIONS

Article
1. Definitions of terms.
2. Effect of and obedience to traffic regulations.
3. Traffic signs, signals and markings.
4. Accidents.
5. Driving while intoxicated and reckless driving.
6. Speed restrictions.
7. Regulations applicable to driving on right side of highway, overtaking,
passing and other rules of the road.
8. Turns and signals on starting, stopping or turning.
9. Right of way.
10. Pedestrians' rights and duties.
11. Bicycles, regulation of operation.
12. Railroad trains and safety zones.
13. Special stops required.
14. Stopping, standing and parking.
15. Miscellaneous rules.
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16. Equipment.
ARTICLE 1
DEFINITIONS OF TERMS

Section
41-6-1. Definitions of terms.
41-6-1.5. Private vehicle as temporary authorized emergency vehicle - Rules - Lights and
signals - Driver training - Restriction on use - Violation as misdemeanor.
41-6~2to 41-6-10. Repealed.

41-6-1. Definitions of terms. As used in this chapter:
(1) "Alley" means a street or highway intended to provide access to the
rear or side of lots or buildings in urban districts and not intended for
the purpose of through vehicular traffic.
(2) "Arterial street" means any United States or state-numbered route,
controlled-access highway, or other major radial or circumferential street
or highway designated by local authorities within their respective jurisdictions as part of a major arterial system of streets or highways.
(3) "Authorized emergency vehicle" means vehicles of a fire department, police vehicles, and such ambulances and such other publicly or privately owned vehicles as are designated by the commissioner of public
safety.
(4) "Bicycle" means every device propelled by human power upon which
any person may ride, having two tandem wheels either of which is more
than 12 inches in diameter.
(5) "Bus" means every motor vehicle designed for carrying more than
ten passengers and used for the transportation of persons; and every motor
vehicle, other than a taxicab, designed and used for the transportation of
persons for compensation.
(6) "Business district" means the territory contiguous to and including
a highway when within 600 feet along such highway there are buildings
in use for business or industrial purposes, including but not limited to
hotels, banks or office buildings, railroad stations, and public buildings
which occupy at least 300 feet of frontage on one side or 300 feet collectively on both sides of the highway.
(7) "Controlled-access highway" means every highway, street, or roadway in respect to which owners or occupants of abutting lands and other
persons have no legal right of access to or from the same except at such
points only and in 'Such manner as may be determined by the public
authority having jurisdiction over such highway, street, or roadway.
(8) "Crosswalk" means:
(a) That part of a roadway at an intersection included within the connections of the lateral lines of the sidewalks on opposite sides of the highway measured from the curbs or, in the absence of curbs, from the edges
of the traversable roadway; and in the absence of a sidewalk on one side
of the roadway, that part of a roadway included within the extension of
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the lateral lines of the existing sidewalk at right angles to the centerline;
or,
(b) Any portion of a roadway at an intersection or elsewhere distinctly
indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the surface.
(9) "Department" means the department of public safety.
(10) "Divided highway" means a highway divided into two or more
roadways by leaving an intervening space or by a physical barrier or by
a clearly indicated dividing section so constructed as to impede vehicular
traffic.
(11) "Driver" means any person who drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle.
(12) "Explosives" mean any chemical compound or mechanical mixture
that is commonly used or intended for the purpose of producing an explosion and which contains any oxidizing and combustive units or other ingredients in such proportions, quantities or packing that an ignition by fire,
by friction, by concussion, by percussion or by detonator of any part of
the compound or mixture may cause a sudden generation of highly heated
gases that the resultant gaseous pressures are capable of producing
destructible effects on contiguous objects or of destroying life or limb.
(13) "Farm tractor" means every motor vehicle designed and used
primarily as a farm implement, for drawing plows, mowing machines and
other implements of husbandry.
(14) "Flammable liquid" means any liquid which has a flashpoint of 100
degrees F. or less, as determined by a tagliabue or equivalent closed-cup
test device.
(15) "Gross weight" means the weight of a vehicle without load plus
the weight of any load thereon.
(16) "Guide dog" means every dog, which has been specially trained and
is being used for guiding a person wholly or partially blind, while such
dog is equipped with a harness designed for the purpose of such guiding.
· (17) "Highway" means the entire width between the boundary lines of
every way publicly maintained when any part thereof is open to the use
of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.
(18) "House trailer" means:
(a) A trailer or semitrailer which is designed, constructed and equipped
as a dwelling place, living abode or sleeping place either permanently or
temporarily and is equipped for use as a conveyance on streets and highways, or
(b) A trailer or a semitrailer whose chasis and exterior shell is
designed and constructed for use as a house trailer, as defined in paragraph
(a), but which is used instead permanently or temporarily for the advertising, sales, display or promotion of merchandise or services, or for any other
commercial purpose except the transportation of property for hire or the
transportation of property for distribution by a private carrier.
(19) "Intersection" means:
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(a) The area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the
lateral curblines, or, if none, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two highways which join one another at, or approximately at,
right angles, or the area within which vehicles traveling upon different
highways joining at any other angle come in conflict;
(b) Where a highway includes two roadways 30 feet or more apart, then
every crossing of each roadway of such divided highway by an intersecting
highway shall be regarded as a separate intersection. In the event such
intersecting highway also includes two roadways 30 feet or more apart,
then every crossing of two roadways of such highways shall be regarded
as a separate intersection;
(c) The junction of an alley with a street or highway shall not constitute an intersection.
(20) "Laned roadway" means a roadway which is divided into two or
more clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic.
(21) "Local authorities" mean every county, municipal, and other local
board or body having authority to enact laws relating to traffic under the
constitution and laws of the state.
(22) "Metal tire" means every tire the surface of which in contact with
the highway is wholly or partly of metal or other hard nonresilient material.
(23) "Motor vehicle" means every vehicle which is self-propelled and
every vehicle which is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead
trolley wires, but not operated upon rails.
(24) "Motorcycle" means every motor vehicle, other than a tractor, having a seat or saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on not
more than three wheels.
(25) "Motor-driven cycle" means every motorcycle, including every
motor scooter, with a motor which produces not to exceed five horsepower,
and every bicycle with motor attached.
(26) "Official traffic-control devices" mean all signs, signals, markings
and devices not inconsistent with this chapter placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning or guiding traffic.
(27) "Park or parking" means the standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading property or passengers.
(28) "Pedestrian" means any person afoot.
(29) "Person" means every natural person, firm, co-partnership, association or corporation.
(30) "Pneumatic tire" means every tire in which compressed air is
designed to support the load.
(31) "Pole trailer" means every vehicle without motive power designed
to be drawn by another vehicle and attached to the towing vehicle by
means of a reach, or pole, or by being boomed or otherwise secured to the
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towing vehicle and ordinarily used for transporting long or irregular
shaped loads such as poles, pipes or structural members capable, generally,
of sustaining themselves as beams between the supporting connections.
(32) "Police officer" means every officer authorized to direct or regulate
traffic or to make arrests for violations of traffic regulations.
(33) "Private road or driveway" means every way or place in private
ownership and used for vehicular travel by the owner and those having
express or implied permission from the owner, but not by other persons.
(34) "Railroad" means a carrier of persons or property upon cars, operated upon stationary rails.
(35) "Railroad sign or signal" means any sign, signal or device erected
by authority of a public body or official or by a railroad and intended to
give notice of the presence of railroad tracks or the approach of a railroad
train.
(36) "Railroad train" means a steam engine, electric or other motor,
with or without cars coupled thereto, operated upon rails.
(37) "Residence district" means the territory contiguous to and including a highway not comprising a business district when the property on
such highway for a distance of 300 feet or more is in the main improved
with residences or residences and buildings in use for business.
(38) "Right of way" means the right of one vehicle or pedestrian to proceed in a lawful manner in preference to another vehicle or pedestrian
approaching under such circumstances of direction, speed and proximity
as to give rise to danger of collision unless one grants precedence to the
other.
(39) "Roadway" means that portion of highway improved, designed or
ordinarily used for vehicular travel, exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In
the event a highway includes two or more separate roadways the term
"roadway" as used herein shall ref er to any such roadway separately but
not to all such roadways collectively.
(40) "Safety zone" means the area or space officially set apart within
a roadway for the exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected or
is so marked or indicated by adequate signs as to be plainly visible at all
times while set apart as a safety zone.
(41) "School bus" means every motor vehicle designed to carry ten or
more passengers and is used to transport school children to or from school
or in connection with school activities. This definition does not include
vehicles that only carry school children along with other passengers as
part of the operation of a common carrier under the jurisdiction of the
Bureau of Motor Carrier Safety or Public Service Commission or those
vehicles in informal or intermittent arrangements such as sharing of actual gasoline expense or participation in a car pool for the transportation
of children to or from school or other school activity.
(42) "Semitrailer" means every vehicle with or without motive power,
other than a pole trailer, designed for carrying persons or property and
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for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that some part of
its weight and that of its load rests upon or is carried by another vehicle.
(43) "Shoulder area" means that area of the hard-surfaced highway
separated from the roadway by a pavement edge line as established in the
current approved "Utah Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices," or
that portion of the road contiguous to the roadway for accommodation of
stopped vehicles, for emergency use and lateral support.
(44) "Sidewalk" means that portion of a street between the curb lines,
or the lateral lines of a roadway, and the adjacent property lines intended
for the use of pedestrians.
(45) "Solid rubber tire" means every tire of rubber or other resilient
material which does not depend upon compressed air for the support of
the load.
(46) "Special mobile equipment" means every vehicle not designed or
used primarily for the transportation of persons or property and only incidentally operated or moved over a highway, including but not limited to:
ditch digging apparatus, well boring apparatus and road construction and
maintenance machinery such as asphalt spreaders, bituminous mixers,
bucket loaders, tractors other than truck tractors, ditchers, leveling
graders, finishing machines, motor graders, road rollers, scarifiers, earth
moving carry-alls and scrapers, power shovels and drag lines, and self-propelled cranes and earth moving equipment. The term does not include
house trailers, dump trucks, truck mounted transit mixers, cranes or
shovels, or other vehicles designed for the transportation of persons or
property to which machinery has been attached.
(47) "Stand or standing" means the halting of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in receiving or discharging passengers.
(48) "Stop" when required means complete cessation from movement.
(49) "Stop or stopping" when prohibited means any halting even
momentarily of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except when necessary
to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of
a police officer or traffic-control sign or signal.
(50) "Street" means the entire width between the boundary lines of
every way publicly maintained when any part thereof is open to the use
of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.
(51) "Through highway" means every highway or portion thereof on
which vehicular traffic is given preferential right of way, and at the
entrances to which vehicular traffic from intersecting highways is required
by law to yield the :right of way to vehicles on such through highway in
obedience to a stop sign, yield sign, or other official traffic-control device,
when such signs or devices are erected as provided in this chapter.
(52) "Traffic" means pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles,
and other conveyances either singly or together while using any highway
for the purpose of travel.
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(53) "Traffic-control signal" means any device, whether manually, electrically or mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately directed
to stop and permitted to proceed.
(54) "Trailer" means every vehicle with or without motive power, other
than a pole.trailer, designed for carrying persons or property and for being
drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that no part of its weight
rests upon the towing vehicle.
(55) "Truck" means every motor vehicle designed, used or maintained
primarily for the transportation of property.
(56) "Truck tractor" means every motor vehicle designed and used
primarily for drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry
a load other than a part of the weight of the vehicle and load so drawn.
(57) "Urban district" means the territory contiguous to and including
any street which is built up with structures devoted to business, industry
or dwelling houses situated at intervals of less than 100 feet for a distance
of a quarter of a mile or more.
(58) "Vehicle" means every device in, upon, or by which any person or
property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, except devices
moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.
History: C. 1953, 41-6-1, enacted by L.
1979,ch. 242, § 1.

1953, as enacted by chapter 67, Laws of Utah
1959, section 41-6-64, Utah Code Annotated
1953, as repealed and re-enacted by chapter
Compiler's Notes.
71, Laws of Utah 1955, as amended by chapLaws 1979, ch. 242, § 1 repealed old section ter 207, Laws of Utah 1975, as amended by
41-6-1 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 1; C. 1943, 57-7-78;L. chapter 33, Laws of Utah 1978, section
1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1975 (1st S.S.), ch. 9, § 5), 41-6-65, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as
relating to definitions, and enacted new amended by chapter 207, Laws of Utah 1975,
section 41-6-82.10, Utah Code Annotated
section 41-6-1.
1953, as enacted by chapter 207, Laws of
Title of Act.
Utah 1975, section 41-6-114.2, Utah Code
An act amending sections 41-6-20, 41-6-21, Annotated 1953, as enacted by chapter 79,
41-6-42, and 41-6-116, Utah Code Annotated
Laws of Utah 1957, sections 41-6-118,
1953, sections 41-6-30 and 41-6-139, Utah 41-6-156 and 41-6-162, Utah Code Annotated
Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter
1953, as amended by chapter 78, Laws of
269, Laws of Utah 1977, section 41-6-34,Utah Utah 1957, section 41-6-119,Utah Code AnnoCode Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter tated 1953, as amended by chapter 78, Laws
71, Laws of Utah 1955, as amended by chap- of Utah 1957, as amended by chapter 91,
ter 269, Laws of Utah 1977, section 41-6-35, Laws of Utah 1967, section 41-6-149, Utah
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter
chapter 86, Laws of Utah 1961, as amended 71, Laws of Utah 1955, as amended by chapby chapter 106, Laws of Utah 1969, as
ter 114, Laws of Utah 1969, as amended by
amended by chapter 82, Laws of Utah 1973, chapter 100, Laws of Utah 1971, section
section 41-6-37, Utah Code Annotated 1953, 41-6-150, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as
as amended by chapter 86, Laws of Utah amended by chapter 86, Laws of Utah 1961,
1961, sections 41-6-47 and 41-6-117, Utah as amended by chapter 8, Laws of Utah 1966,
Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter
First Special Session, as amended by chapter
71, Laws of Utah 1955, section 41-6-49, Utah 87, Laws of Utah 1973, as amended by chapCode Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter
ter 117, Laws of Utah 1977, section 41-6-155,
71, Laws of Utah 1955, as amended by chap- Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by
ter 89, Laws of Utah 1967, as amended by chapter 89, Laws of Utah 1973, section
chapter 108, Laws of Utah 1969, section
41-6-158, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as
41-6-60, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 78, Laws of Utah 1957,
amended by chapter 109, Laws of Utah 1969, as amended by chapter 95, Laws of Utah
section 41-6-63.10, Utah Code Annotated
1967, as amended by chapter 122, Laws of
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Utah 1975, as amended by chapter 14, Laws
of Utah 1978, section 41-6-160, Utah Code
Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 78,
Laws of Utah 1957, as amended by chapter
86, Laws of Utah 1961, as amended by chapter 115, Laws of Utah 1969, section 41-6-166,
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by
chapter 7, Laws of Utah 1975, First Special
Session, section 41-6-147, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 72, Laws
of Utah 1955, as amended by chapter 97,
Laws of Utah 1971, as amended by chapters
85 and 86, Laws of Utah 1973, section
41-6-148.30, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as
enacted by chapter 86, Laws of Utah 1961, as
amended by chapter 99, Laws of Utah 1971,
and section 41-6-176, Utah Code Annotated
1953, as enacted by chapter 98, Laws of Utah
1971; enacting sections 41-6-43, 41-6-117.5,
41-6-130.5, 41-6-133.5, 41-6-135.5, 41-6-141.5,
41-6-143.5,41-6-154.20,41-6-154.50,41-6-164.5
and 41-6-165.5, Utah Code Annotated 1953;
repealing and reenacting section 41-6-1, Utah
Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter
9, Laws of Utah 1975, First Special Session,
sections 41-6-17 and 41-6-145, Utah Code
Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 86,
Laws of Utah 1961, sections 41-6-19, 41-6-40,
41-6-122, 41-6-127, 41-6-128, 41-6-138,
41-6-148, 41-6-153 and 41-6-154, Utah Code
Annotated 1953, section 41-6-99, Utah Code
Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 86,
Laws of Utah 1961, as amended by chapter
207, Laws of Utah 1975, section 41-6-115,
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by
chapter 78, Laws of Utah 1957, sections
41-6-120, 41-6-121.10, 41-6-129 and 41-6-133,
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by
chapter 71, Laws of Utah 1955, sections
41-6-130 and 41-6-135, Utah Code Annotated
1953, as repealed and reenacted by chapter
71, Laws of Utah 1955, section 41-6-131,Utah
Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter
71, Laws of Utah 1955, as amended by chapter 78, Laws of Utah 1957, section 41-6-132,
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as repealed and
reenacted by chapter 71, Laws of Utah 1955,
as amended by chapter 78, Laws of Utah
1957, section 41-6-140, Utah Code Annotated
1953, as repealed and reenacted by chapter
71, Laws of Utah 1955, as amended by chapter 86, Laws of Utah 1961, as amended by
chapter 92, Laws of Utah 1967, as amended
by chapter 84, Laws of Utah 1973, sections
41-6-140.10and 41-6-140.20,Utah Code Annotated 1953, as enacted by chapter 71, Laws of
Utah 1955, as amended by chapter 86, Laws
of Utah 1961, section 41-6-141, Utah Code
Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 71,
Laws of Utah 1955, as amended by chapter

207, Laws of Utah 1975, section 41-6-142,
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by
chapter 71, Laws of Utah 1955, as amended
by chapter 93, Laws of Utah 1967, as
amended by chapter 207, Laws of Utah 1975,
sections 41-6-143,41-6-146 and 41-6-152,Utah
Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter
20, Laws of Utah 1975, and section 41-6-144,
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as repealed and
reenacted by chapter 71, Laws of Utah 1955,
as amended by chapter 87, Laws of Utah
1961, as amended by chapter 94, Laws of
Utah 1967; and repealing sections 41-6-2 and
41-6-4, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as
amended by chapter 86, Laws of Utah 1961,
as amended by chapter 207, Laws of Utah
1975, section 41-6-3, Utah Code Annotated
1953, as amended by chapter 78, Laws of
Utah 1957, as amended by chapter 86, Laws
of Utah 1961, as amended by chapter 207,
Laws of Utah 1975, section 41-6-5, Utah Code
Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 86,
Laws of Utah 1961, sections 41-6-6, 41-6-7
and 41-6-8, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as
amended by chapter 71, Laws of Utah 1955,
as amended by chapter 207, Laws of Utah
1975, section 41-6-9, Utah Code Annotated
1953, as amended by chapter 71, Laws of
Utah 1955, as amended by chapter 86, Laws
of Utah 1961, as amended by chapter 207,
Laws of Utah 1975, sections 41-6-10 and
41-6-151, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as
amended by chapter 207, Laws of Utah 1975,
section 41-6-19.10, Utah Code Annotated
1953, as enacted by chapter 207, Laws of
Utah 1975, sections 41-6-91, 41-6-92, 41-6-125,
41-6-126, 41-6-136, 41-6-137 and 41-6-174,
Utah Code Annotated 1953, section 41-6-123,
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by
chapter 71, Laws of Utah 1955, as amended
by chapter 86, Laws of Utah 1961, sections
41-6-121 and 41-6-124, Utah Code Annotated
1953, as amended by chapter 71, Laws of
Utah 1955, section 41-6-124.5, Utah Code
Annotated 1953, as enacted by chapter 206,
Laws of Utah 1975, section 41-6-134, Utah
Code Annotated 1953, as repealed and
reenacted by chapter 71, Laws of Utah 1955,
and section 41-6-138.10, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as enacted by chapter 83, Laws of
Utah 1973; relating to traffic rules and regulations; and providing for changes in the
traffic rules and regulations. - Laws 1979,
ch. 242.
Uniform Laws.
The Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on
Highways was declared obsolete by the
National Conference of Commissioners on
Uniform State Laws in August 1943. (See
Handbook of the National Conference, 1943,
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page 69 and the 1959 Handbook, pages 296,
297.)
In 1949 the Conference endorsed the Uniform Vehicle Code revised and approved by
the National Conference on Street and Highway Safety. In 1948 the National Conference
endorsed certain revisions approved by the
National Conference on Street and Highwa Y
Safety.
The Motor Vehicle Act Regulating Traffic
on Highways was adopted in Illinois, Iowa,
Kansas, Mississippi, Puerto Rico, and with
modifications in Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, Idaho, Indiana, Louisiana, Maine,
Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Mexico,
North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota,
Utah, Virginia and Washington.
Cross-References.

Disabled persons, parking privileges,
41-1-49.9.
Municipal regulations, 10-8-30.
Words and phrases defined by statute, construction of, 68-3-11.
Collateral References.

Automobiles <S:=o1-3, 6.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§§ 1-8, 16.
7A AmJur 2d 193 et seq., 775, Automobiles
and Highway Traffic § 1 et seq.
Airplane as within terms "vehicle," "motor
vehicle," etc., 165 ALR 916.
Airplane or other aircraft as "motor vehicle" or the like within statute providing for
constructive or substituted service of process
on nonresident motorist, 36 ALR 3d 1387.

41-6-1

Applicability of regulations or rules governing vehicular traffic to driveways or other
places not legal highways, 80 ALR 469.
Applicability of state or municipal traffic
or vehicle regulations to those engaged in
handling United States mail, 18 ALR 1169.
Duties and liabilities between owners or
drivers of parked or parking vehicles, 25 ALR
2d 1224.
Liability for injury or death allegedly
caused by defective tire, 81 ALR 3d 318.
Liability for injury to pedestrian growing
out of pulling out of parked motor vehicle, 29
ALR2d 136.
Liability for personal injuries by tractor,
48 ALR 939.
Liability of motor vehicle owner or operator for accident occasioned by blowout or
other failure of tire, 24 ALR 2d 161.
Liability of tenant occupying abutting
premises for injury from ice formed on sidewalk by discharge of rain or melted snow
thereon because of condition existing on
premises, 22 ALR 2d 738.
Motorcycle as within statute or ordinance
in relation to motorcars, motor-driven cars,
etc., 48 ALR 1090, 70 ALR 1253.
Street corner or intersection, parking illegally at or near, as affecting liability for
motor vehicle accident, 4 ALR 3d 324.
Term "highway" in statutory provision
relative to vehicle traffic as including street,
54 ALR 1250.
"Vehicle" or "land vehicle" within meaning
of insurance policy provisions defining risks
covered or excepted, 65 ALR 3d 824.
What is street or highway intersection
within traffic rules, 7 ALR 3d 1204.

DECISIONS UNDER FORMER LAW
Construction and application.

This title pertains preponderantly to motor
vehicles not confined to tracks, viz.: automobiles and motorcycles and the like. It is a
Uniform Act designed to regulate nonrail
vehicular traffic on streets, and, therefore,
expressly excludes steam trains, trolley and
interurban cars. Thorpe v. Bamberger R. Co.
(1944) 107 U 265, 153 P 2d 541, discussing
repeal of former laws and holding that the
power to require interurban trains to stop at
through streets was, by the legislature,
granted to cities entirely independent of Title
41, U. C. A. 1953, and referring to Title ,10,
which contains most of the power granted by
the legislature to cities and towns.
Subsection (a) of this section, prior to 1949
amendment, excluded from the operation of
this act "vehicles used exclusively upon stationary rails and tracks." Thorpe v.

Bamberger R. Co. (1944) 107 U 265, 153 P 2d
541.
Ambulance service.

Ambulance operated by service registered
with public service commission, and involved
in accident while making emergency run was
"authorized emergency vehicle" within
meaning of statute and was in privileged
status with respect to speed limits and traffic
signals despite contentions that ambulance
driver was negligent as matter of law for
exceeding speed limit and ignoring traffic
signals, that ambulance service was not
"public service corporation" within the
meaning of law, and that ambulance service
was not authorized by "local authority."
Howe v. Jackson (1966) 18 U 2d 269, 421 P 2d
159.
Crosswalks.

Even though many people may cross a
street at a certain place, a crosswalk is not

311

41-6-1.5

MOTOR VEHICLES

created since use, by itself, does not establish
a right-of-way for pedestrians. Langlois v.
Rees (1960) 10 U 2d 272, 351 P 2d 638.
The statutory definition implies that there
is an unmarked crosswalk only if a street's
sidewalk (or the edge of the traversable roadway) is intersected and continues on and if a
pedestrian way terminates at an intersection,
it terminates without crossing the street
unless it continues as a marked crosswalk.
Langlois v. Rees (1960) 10 U 2d 272, 351 P 2d
638.
"Intersection."
Jury was properly instructed that site of
collision was "intersection" under statute
prohibiting passing another vehicle within
100 feet of intersection in light of evidence
that crossing road intersected main highway
from both east and west and crossed it at
right angles, that main highway was widened
for about 1/10 of a mile in both directions to
provide extra lane for acceleration and deceleration in entering or leaving highway and
that there were stop signs at both east and
west side to warn oncoming traffic; result

was not changed by fact that the crossing
road was only infrequently traveled dirt road
and not readily observable to main highway
traveler. Hathaway v. Marx (1968) 21 U 2d
33, 439 P 2d 850.
Right-of-way statutes.
The right-of-way statutes are designed to
prevent an accident by two persons both
otherwise lawfully on the roadway reaching
the same place at the same time. The rightof-way is not absolute for either pedestrian
or motorist, but both have a continuing duty
at all times to use reasonable care for the
safety of others, even when one has the
right-of-way over the other. Langlois v. Rees
(1960) 10 U 2d 272,351 P 2d 638.
Roadways.
Not every driveway between a sidewalk
and a street falls within definition of roadway; pedestrian who was walking along edge
of driveway and was out of regular course of
travel was not contributorily negligent as a
matter of law as to motorist who backed
from garage and struck her. Ivie v.
Richardson (1959)9 U 2d 5, 336 P 2d 781.

41-6-1.5. Private vehicle as temporary authorized emergency vehicle - Rules - Lights and signals - Driver training - Restriction
on use - Violation as misdemeanor. (1) The commissioner of public
safety may promulgate rules, consistent with this act, governing the use
in emergencies of signal lights on privately-owned vehicles, which may
include a rule allowing privately-owned vehicles to be designated for parttime emergency use.
(2) A privately-owned vehicle designated for part-time emergency use
under a rule promulgated under subsection (1) shall be deemed an authorized emergency vehicle.
(3) A member of a volunteer fire department regularly attached to a
fire department organized within a municipality, county, or fire protection
district, may, if allowed under rules promulgated under subsection (1), and
shall, if required under those rules, have his or her private automobile
identified by a red light temporarily mounted on top of the vehicle, or by
a red light temporarily mounted on top of the vehicle and a red and white
light on the front of the vehicle, so that the light or lights can be readily
seen by the public, and have the vehicle further identified by permanent
or temporary signs on the front and rear designating the fire department
of the member owning the vehicle, and be equipped with an audible signal
system. The lights and signal system provided for under this section may
be used only by the member of the department, only within the boundaries
of their municipality, county, or fire protection district, and only when
going to a fire or related emergency as defined by the chief of the fire
department.
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(4) All members of a fire department must complete an emergency driving course before the private vehicle of any member of the department may
be designated for emergency use under rules promulgated under this
section.
(5) Neither the lights nor signals provided for under this section may
be used for any. purpose other than that set forth in this section, and if
used for any purpose not allowed under this section, that use shall constitute a violation of this section, and the violator is guilty of a class C misdemeanor.
(6) It is a misdemeanor for any person to do any act forbidden or fail
to perform any act required in this section.
History: C. 1953, 41-6-1.5, enacted by L.
1981,ch. 271, § 1.
Title of Act.

An act enacting section 41-6-1.5,Utah Code
Annotated 1953; relating to emergency vehicles; allowing privately owned vehicles used
part-time for emergencies to be designated

as authorized emergency vehicles; allowing
members of volunteer fire departments to
utilize special lights on their vehicles while
responding to fires or related emergencies;
and prescribing standards for usage of the
lights.
This act enacts section 41-6-1.5, Utah Code
Annotated 1953. - Laws 1981, ch. 271.

41-6-2 to 41-6-10. Repealed.
Repeal.

Sections 41-6-2 to 41-6-10 (L. 1949, ch. 65,
§ 1; 1955, ch. 71, § 1; 1957, ch. 78, § 1; 1961, ch.

86, § 1; 1975, ch. 207, §§ 1 to 8), relating to
definitions of terms for traffic regulation
provisions, were repealed by Laws 1979, ch.
242, § 74.

ARTICLE 2
EFFECT OF AND OBEDIENCE TO
TRAFFIC REGULATIONS
Section
41-6-11.
41-6-12.
41-6-13.
41-6-13.5.

Chapter relates to vehicles on highways - Exceptions.
Violation of chapter - Misdemeanor.
Obedience to police officer.
Failure to respond to officer's signal to stop - Traveling at excessive speeds or
causing property damage or bodily injury - Penalties.
41-6-14.
Applicability and exemptions.
41-6-15.
Persons riding or driving animals to obey regulations.
41-6-16.
Provisions of act uniform throughout state - Local regulations.
41-6-17.
Regulatory powers of local authorities - Traffic-control device affecting state
highway - Necessity of erecting traffic-control devices.
Right of real property owner to regulate traffic.
41-6-18.
41-6-19.
Removal of plants or other obstructions impairing view - Notice to owner Penalty for failure to remove.
41-6-19.10. Repealed.

41-6-11. Chapter relates to vehicles on highways - Exceptions. The
provisions of this chapter relating to the operation of vehicles refer exclusively to the operation of vehicles upon highways except:
(1) Where a different place is specifically ref erred to in a given section.
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(2) The provisions of sections 41-6-29 to 41-6-45, inclusive shall apply
upon highways and elsewhere throughout the state.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 2; C. 1943,
57-7-79;L. 1978, ch. 33, § 2.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1978 amendment substituted "chapter"
for "act" near the beginning of the section.

Collateral References.
Automobiles cS:=>1-3, 6.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles §§ 1-8, 16.
7A AmJur 2d 193, 194, 199 et seq., 379 et
seq., Automobiles and Highway Traffic §§1,
2, 11 et seq., 204 et seq.

41-6-12. Violation of chapter - Misdemeanor. It is unlawful, and,
unless otherwise declared in this chapter with respect to particular
offenses, it is a misdemeanor for any person to do any act forbidden or
fail to perform any act required in this chapter.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 3; C. 1943,
57-7-80;L. 1978, ch. 33, § 3.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1978 amendment substituted "chapter"
for "act" in two places.
Purpose of Motor Vehicle Code.
The purpose of the Motor Vehicle Code is
to govern the safety of the use and operation
of motor vehicles, and one who violates
provisions of this act is presumed to intend
the natural consequences of his violation; one
such provision is the legislative determination that .10% of alcohol in blood content
makes it dangerous for a person to operate a

vehicle, 41-6-44.2. Greaves v. State (1974) 528
P 2d 805.
Collateral References.
Automobiles cS:=>6.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 16.
7A AmJur 2d 379, Automobiles and Highway Traffic § 204.
Validity and construction of statutes or
ordinances which make noncompliance with
motor vehicle regulations a penal offense
without reference to intent, fault, or knowledge, 11 ALR 1434.
Violation of statute or ordinance regulating movement of vehicles as affecting
violator's right to recover for negligence, 12
ALR 458.

41-6-13. Obedience to police officer. No person shall willfully fail or
refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of any police officer
invested by law with authority to direct, control, or regulate traffic.
History:
57-7-81.

L. 1941, ch. 52, § 4; C. 1943,

Obedience to traffic officer.
Pedestrian denied recovery for injuries
sustained when she was struck by overhang
of motorbus where from the evidence it
appeared that when she was half-way across
the street the traffic light changed against
her and she stopped in the safety zone, giving
the other traffic the right-of-way, and that
the overhang of the bus struck her as it
rounded the corner in response to traffic

officer's express direction. Miller v. Utah
Light & Traction Co. (1939) 96 U 369, 86 P 2d
37, applying RS 1933, 57-7-2.
Collateral References.
Automobiles cS:=>10.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 43.
7A AmJur 2d 207, Automobiles and Highway Traffic § 19.
Motorists' liability for injury to one in or
about a street or highway for the purpose of
directing or warning traffic, 98 ALR 2d 1169.

41-6-13.5. Failure to respond to officer's signal to stop - Traveling
at excessive speeds or causing property damage or bodily injury Penalties. (1) Any driver who, having received a visual or audible signal
from a police officer to bring his vehicle to a stop, operates his vehicle in
willful or wanton disregard of such signal so as to interfere with or endanger the operation of the police vehicle, or any other vehicle or person, or
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who increases his speed and attempts to flee or elude the police shall be
guilty of a class A misdemeanor.
(2) Any driver who violates subsection (1) of this section and while so
doing, travels in excess of 90 miles per hour or causes damage to police
property or substantial damage to property of another or bodily injury to
another or while so doing leaves the State of Utah shall be guilty of a
felony of the third degree.
History: C. 1953, 41-6-13.5, enacted by L.
1978,ch. 33, § 38; L. 1981, ch. 269, § 1.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1981 amendment substituted "shall be
guilty of a class A misdemeanor" at the end
of subsec. (1) for "shall upon conviction be
fined not less than $250 or more than $1,000
or imprisoned in the county jail for not less
than 60 days or more than one year or both";
and added subsec. (2).
Title of Act.
An act amending section 41-2-18, Utah
Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter
69, Laws of Utah 1955, as amended by chapter 80, Laws of Utah 1973, as amended by
chapter 268, Laws of Utah 1977, sections
41-6-11, 41-6-12, 41-6-15, 41-6-45, 41-6-50,
41-6-56, 41-6-84, 41-6-86, 41-6-87, 41-6-89,
41-6-109,and 41-6-113, Utah Code Annotated
1953, section 41-6-14, Utah Code Annotated
1953,as enacted by chapter 71, Laws of Utah
1955, as amended by chapter 86, Laws of
Utah 1961, as amended by chapter 83, Laws
of Utah 1965, section 41-6-23, Utah Code
Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 104,
Laws of Utah 1969, section 41-6-24, Utah
Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter
86, Laws of Utah 1961, as amended by chap. ter 81, Laws of Utah 1973, as amended by
chapter 207, Laws of Utah 1975, section
41-6-26.5, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as
enacted by chapter 105, Laws of Utah 1969;
Sections 41-6-48, 41-6-72.10, 41-6-79, and
41-6-79.10, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as
enacted by chapter 207, Laws of Utah 1975,
Sections 41-6-59, 41-6-61, 41-6-62, 41-6-66,
41-6-75, 41-6-78, 41-6-85, 41-6-101, 41-6-102,
and 41-6-104, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as
amended by chapter 207, Laws of Utah 1975,
section 41-6-64, Utah Code Annotated 1953,
as enacted by chapter 71, Laws of Utah 1955,

as amended by chapter 207, Laws of Utah
1975; section 41-6-69, Utah Code Annotated
1953, as amended by chapter 96, Laws of
Utah 1971, as amended by chapter 207, Laws
of Utah 1975; section 41-6-70, Utah Code
Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 71,
Laws of Utah 1955, as amended by chapter
78, Laws of Utah 1957;section 41-6-80.1,Utah
Code Annotated 1953, as enacted by chapter
111, Laws of Utah 1969, section 41-6-82, Utah
Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter
71, Laws of Utah 1955, as amended by chapter 86, Laws of Utah 1961, as amended by
chapter 207, Laws of Utah 1975, and section
41-6-98, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as
amended by chapter 86, Laws of Utah 1961;
enacting sections 41-6-13.5,41-6-80, 41-6-80.5,
41-6-87.3, 41-6-87.4, 41-6-87.5, 41-6-87.7,
41-6-87.8, 41-6-87.9, 41-6-95.5, and 41-6-109.5,
Utah Code Annotated 1953; repealing and
re-enacting section 41-6-77, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 71, Laws
of Utah 1955, section 41-6-90, Utah Code
Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 71,
Laws of Utah 1955, as amended by chapter
207, Laws of Utah 1975, section 41-6-97, Utah
Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter
86, Laws of Utah 1961, and sections 41-6-100,
Utah Code Annotated 1953, and 41-6-103,
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by
chapter 81, Laws of Utah 1973; and repealing
sections 41-6-43, Utah Code Annotated 1953,
as amended by chapter 75, Laws of Utah
1957, as amended by chapter 88, Laws of
Utah 1967, as amended by chapter 107, Laws
of Utah 1969, section 41-6-96, Utah Code
Annotated 1953, and section 41-6-169.10,
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as enacted by
chapter 86, Laws of Utah 1969; relating to
traffic rules and regulations; and providing
for certain revisions in traffic rules and regulations. - Laws 1978, ch. 33.

41-6-14. Applicability and exemptions. (1) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call or when in
the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law or when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges
set forth in this section, but subject to the conditions herein stated.
(2) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle may:
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(a) Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this chapter;
(b) Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing
down as may be necessary for safe operation;
(c) Exceed the maximum speed limits if such driver does not endanger
life or property;
(d) Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning
in specified directions.
(3) Said exemption herein granted to an· authorized emergency vehicle
shall apply only when the driver of any said vehicle while in motion sounds
audible signal by bell, siren or exhaust whistle as may be reasonably necessary, and when the vehicle is equipped with at least one lighted lamp displaying a red light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a
distance of 500 feet to the front of such vehicle, except that an authorized
emergency vehicle operated as a police vehicle need not be equipped with
or display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle.
(a) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of all persons, nor protect the driver from the consequences of an
arbitrary exercise of the privileges declared in this section.
(b) This chapter shall not apply to persons, teams, motor vehicles and
other equipment while actually engaged in work upon the surface of a
highway, but shall apply to such persons and vehicles when traveling to
or from such work.
History: C. 1953, 41-6-14, enacted by L.
1955, ch. 71, § l; L. 1961, ch. 86, § 1; 1965, ch.
83, § 1; 1978,ch. 33, § 4.
Compiler's Notes.
Laws 1955, ch. 71, § 1 repealed old section
41-6-14 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 5; C. 1943, 57-7-82;
L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1), relating to applicability
and exemptions from act of certain drivers,
and enacted new section 41-6-14.
The 1961 amendment added the exception
to subd. (a)(2); and deleted subsecs. (b) and
(c) relating to the duty of care of the driver
of an emergency vehicle and the exemption
of persons working on highways.
The 1965 amendment added subsecs. (b)
and (c) deleted by the 1961 amendment.
The 1978 amendment deleted subsec. (a)
providing applicability to vehicles owned by
United States, Utah, and political subdivisions, except authorized emergency vehicles
exempted from certain driving restrictions;
redesignated subd. (l)(a) as subsec. (1);
inserted subsec. (2); redesignated subd. (a)(2)
and subsecs. (b) and (c) as subsec. (3) and

subds. (3)(a) and (b) respectively; and made
minor changes in phraseology.
Ambulance service.
Ambulance operated by service registered
with public service commission, and involved
in accident while making emergency run was
"authorized emergency vehicle" within the
meaning of statute and was in privileged
status with respect to speed limits and traffic
signals despite contentions that ambulance
driver was negligent as matter of law for
exceeding speed limit and ignoring traffic
signals and that ambulance service was not
"public service corporation" within the
meaning of law. Howe v. Jackson (1966) 18 U
2d 269, 421 P 2d 159.
Collateral References.
Automobiles <P 11.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 43.
7A AmJur 2d 383, Automobiles and Highway Traffic § 208.
Liability for personal injury or property
damage from operation of ambulance, 84
ALR 2d 121.

DECISIONS UNDER FORMER LAW
Accident involving emergency vehicle.
In an action for injuries suffered by plaintiff in an accident with a police vehicle which

occurred at an intersection, the question as
to whether plaintiff had been contributorily
negligent was one of fact for the jury and an
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instruction on the issue of assumption of risk
from which jury could have believed that the
plaintiff would be barred from recovery by
assumption of risk even if she had exercised
due care under the circumstances, was error.
Johnson v. Maynard (1959) 9 U 2d 268, 342 P
2d 884.
Plaintiff was not entitled to recover damages incident to an intersection collision
between his car and car of defendant, a peace
officer, responding to an emergency call,
where plaintiff was negligent in not hearing
siren on defendant's car and defendant was
driving at a reasonable speed of forty miles
per hour while sounding siren and displaying

41-6-17

a red light. Martin v. Ehlers (1962) 13 U 2d
236, 371 P 2d 851.
Construction.
The 1949 amendment placed limitations on
the right of emergency vehicles to proceed
past a red stop light. The red light must be
burning on the vehicle and the siren sounding and the vehicle could proceed past the
red stop light only after slowing down as
may be necessary for safe operation. Thus
the driver of a fire engine was negligent in
passing through a red light with his siren
and red light on but failing to slow down at
the intersection for safe operation. Jensen v.
Taylor (1954) 2 U 2d 196, 271 P 2d 838.

41-6-15. Persons riding or driving animals to obey regulations.
Every person riding an animal or driving any animal-drawn vehicle upon
a roadway is subject to this chapter, except those provisions which by their
nature can have no application.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 6; C. 1943,
57-7-83;L. 1978, ch. 33, § 5.

Compiler's Notes.
The 1978 amendment substituted "chapter"
for "act"; deleted "applicable to the driver of
a vehicle" after "chapter"; and made minor
changes in phraseology.

41-6-16. Provisions of act uniform throughout state - Local regulations. The provisions of this act shall be applicable and uniform throughout this state and in all political subdivisions and municipalities therein
and no local authority shall enact or enforce any rule or regulation in conflict with the provisions of this act unless expressly authorized herein.
Local authorities may, however, adopt regulations consistent with this act,
and additional traffic regulations which are not in conflict therewith.
History:
57-7-84.

L. 1941, ch. 52, § 7; C. 1943,

Cross-References.
Powers and duties of all cities, traffic regulations, 10-8-30.

Collateral References.
Automobiles ~ 7.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 43.
7A AmJur 2d 205, 382, Automobiles and
Highway Traffic §§ 17, 206.

41-6-17. Regulatory powers of local authorities - Traffic-control
device affecting state highway - Necessity of erecting traffic-control
devices. (a) The provisions of this chapter shall not be deemed to prevent
local authorities with respect to streets and highways under their jurisdiction and within the reasonable exercise of the police power from:
(1) Regulating or prohibiting stopping, standing or parking;
(2) Regulating traffic by means of police officers or official traffic-control
devices;
(3) Regulating or prohibiting processions or assemblages on the highways;
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(4) Designating particular highways or roadways for use by traffic
moving in one direction as authorized in section 41-6-60;
(5) Establishing speed limits for vehicles in public parks notwithstanding the provisions of section 41-6-48;
(6) Designating any highway as a through highway or designating any
intersection or junction of roadways as a stop or yield intersection or junction;
(7) Restricting the use of highways as authorized in section 27-12-145;
(8) Regulating the operation of bicycles and requiring the registration
and inspection of same, including the requirement of a registration fee;
(9) Regulating or prohibiting the turning of vehicles or specified types
of vehicles;
(10) Altering or establishing speed limits as authorized in section
41-6-48;
(11) Requiring written accident reports as authorized in section 41-6-42;
(12) Designating no-passing zones as authorized in section 41-6-59;
(13) Prohibiting or regulating the use of controlled-access roadways by
any class or kind of traffic as authorized in section 41-6-65;
(14) Prohibiting or regulating the use of heavily traveled streets by any
class or kind of traffic found to be incompatible with the normal and safe
movement of traffic;
(15) Establishing minimum speed limits as authorized in section
41-6-49 (b );
(16) Designating and regulating traffic on play streets;
(17) Prohibiting pedestrians from crossing a roadway in a business district or any designated highway except in a crosswalk as authorized in
section 41-6-77;
(18) Restricting pedestrian crossings at unmarked crosswalks as
authorized in section 41-6-82.10;
(19) Regulating persons propelling push carts;
(20) Regulating persons upon skates, coasters, sleds, skateboards and
other toy vehicles;
(21) Adopting and enforcing such temporary or experimental regulations as may be necessary to cover emergencies or special conditions;
(22) Prohibiting drivers of ambulances from exceeding maximum speed
limits;
(23) Adopting such other traffic regulations as are specifically authorized by this chapter.
(b) No local authority shall erect or maintain any official traffic-control
device at any location so as to require the traffic on any state highway
to stop before entering or crossing any intersecting highway unless
approval in writing has first been obtained from the department of transportation.
(c) No ordinance or regulation enacted under subdivisions (4), (5), (6),
(7), (9), (10), (12), (13), (14), (16), or (18) of paragraph (a) of this section
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shall be effective until official traffic-control devices giving notice of such
local traffic regulations are erected upon or at the entrances to the highway
or part thereof affected as may be appropriate.
History: C. 1953, 41-6-17, enacted by L.
1979,ch. 242, § 2.

cles. Nasfell v. Ogden City (1952) 122 U 344,
249 P 2d 507.

Compiler's Notes.
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 2 repealed old section
41-6-17 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 8; C. 1943, 57-7-85;
L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1961, ch. 86, § 1), relating
to the regulatory powers of local authorities,
and traffic-control devices, and enacted new
section 41-6-17.
·

Collateral References.
Automobiles <i::::, 7.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 43.
7A AmJur 2d 203-205, 395, 396, Automobiles and Highway Traffic§§ 15-17, 219, 221.
Conflict between statutes and local regulations as to automobiles, 21 ALR 1186, 64 ALR
993,147 ALR 522.
Constitutionality of legislative delegation
of powers to prescribe or vary regulations
concerning motor vehicles used on highways,
87 ALR 546.
Construction and operation of regulations
as to sudden stop or slowing of motor vehicle,
29 ALR 2d 5.
Traffic regulations, failure of municipality
to adopt or enforce as ground of its liability
for damage to property or person, 92 ALR
1495, 161 ALR 1404.

Evidentiary Rules.
City had no express or implied power,
under subd. (a)(l), to make presence of illegally parked vehicle prima facie evidence
that owner committed or authorized the
violation. Nasfell v. Ogden City (1952) 122 U
344,249 P 2d 507.
Parking of vehicles.
A city has no power to pass an ordinance
declaring owners of vehicles prima facie
responsible for illegal parking of such vehi-

41-6-18. Right of real property owner to regulate traffic. Nothing
in this act shall be construed to prevent the owner of real property used
by the public for purposes of vehicular travel by permission of the owner
and not as matter of right from prohibiting such use, or from requiring
other or different or additional conditions than those specified in this act,
or otherwise regulating such use as may seem best to such owner.
History:
57-7-86.

L. 1941, ch. 52, § 9; C. 1943,

60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 43.
7A AmJur 2d 380, Automobiles and Highway Traffic § 205.

Collateral References.
Automobiles <i::::, 10.

41-6-19. Removal of plants or other obstructions impairing view Notice to owner - Penalty for failure to remove. (a) It shall be the
duty of the owner of real property to remove from such property any tree,
plant, shrub or other obstruction, or part thereof, which, by obstructing
the view of any driver, constitutes a traffic hazard.
(b) When the department of transportation
or any local authority
determines upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that
such a traffic hazard exists, it shall notify the owner and order that the
hazard be removed within ten days.
(c) The failure of the owner to remove such traffic hazard within ten
days shall constitute an offense punishable by a penalty of $50 and every
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day said owner shall fail to remove it shall be a separate and distinct
offense.
History: C. 1953, 41-6-19, enacted by L.
1979,ch. 242, § 3.
Compiler's Notes.
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 3 repealed old section
41-6-19 (L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1), relating to
removal of brush, foliage, or other obstruc-

tions impairing view of intersections or railroad grade crossings, and enacted new
section 41-6-19.
Collateral References.
Automobiles ~ 6.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 16.

41-6-19.10. Repealed.
Repeal.
Section 41-6-19.10 (L. 1975, ch. 207, § 2),
relating to an owner's duty to remove brush,

foliage, or other obstruction impairing a
driver's view, and providing a penalty, was
repealed by Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 74.

ARTICLE 3
TRAFFIC SIGNS, SIGNALS AND MARKINGS
Section
41-6-20.
41-6-21.
41-6-22.
41-6-23.

Traffic-control devices - Uniform department of transportation manual.
Placing and maintenance upon state highways.
Placing and maintenance upon local highways by local authorities.
Obeying devices - Effect of improper position, illegibility or absence - Presumption of lawful placement and compliance with chapter.
41-6-24. Traffic-control signal - At intersections - At place other than intersection.
41-6-25. Special pedestrian-control signals - Meaning of signals - Rights and duties.
41-6-26. Flashing red or yellow signals - Rights and duties of drivers - Railroad grade
crossings excluded.
41-6-26.5. Lane use control signals.
41-6-27. Prohibition of unauthorized signs, signals, lights or markings - Commercial
advertising - Public nuisance - Removal.
41-6-28. Interference with signs and signals prohibited.

41-6-20. Traffic-control devices - Uniform department of transportation manual. The department of transportation shall adopt a manual
and specifications for a uniform system of traffic-control devices consistent
with the provisions of this chapter for use upon highways within this state.
Such uniform system shall correlate with and so far as possible conform
to the system set forth in the most recent edition of the "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways" and other standards issued or endorsed by the Federal Highway Administrator.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 10; C. 1943,
57-7-87;L. 1979,ch. 242, § 4.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1979 amendment substituted "department of transportation" for "state road commission" and "chapter" for "act" in the first
sentence; and substituted "set forth in • • •
the Federal Highway Administrator" for

"then current as approved by the American
association of state highway officials" in the
second sentence.
Collateral References.
Automobiles ~ 10.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 43.
7A AmJur 2d 407, 408, Automobiles and
Highway Traffic §§ 232-234.

41-6-21. Placing and maintenance upon state highways. (a) The
department of transportation shall place and maintain such traffic-control
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devices in conformance with its manual and specifications upon all state
highways as it shall deem necessary to indicate and to carry out the provisions of this act or to regulate, warn or guide traffic.
(b) No local authority shall place or maintain any traffic-control device
upon any highway under the jurisdiction of the department of transportation except by the latter's permission.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 11; C. 1943,
57-7-88;L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1979, ch. 242, § 5.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1949 amendment substituted "conformance with its manual" for "conforming
to its manual" in subsec. (a).

The 1979 amendment substituted "department of transportation" for "state road commission" in two places.

41-6-22. Placing and maintenance upon local highways by local
authorities. Local authorities, in their respective jurisdictions, shall place
and maintain such traffic-control devices upon highways under their jurisdiction as they may deem necessary to indicate and to carry out the provisions of this act or local traffic ordinances or to regulate, warn or guide
traffic. All such traffic-control devices hereafter erected shall conform to
and be maintained in conformance with the state manual and specifications.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 12; C. 1943,
57-7-89;L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1949 amendment inserted "and be
maintained in conformance with" in the
second sentence; and made minor changes in
punctuation.
Collateral References.
Automobiles ~ 10.

60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 43.
7A AmJur 2d 407, Automobiles and Highway Traffic § 233.
Conflict between statutes and local regulations as to automobiles, 147 ALR 522.
Constitutionality of legislative delegation
of powers to prescribe or vary regulations
concerning motor vehicles used on highways,
87 ALR 546.

41-6-23. Obeying devices - Effect of improper position, illegibility
or absence - Presumption of lawful placement and compliance with
chapter. (1) The driver of any vehicle shall obey the instructions of any
officialtraffic-control device applicable thereto placed or held in accordance
with the provisions of this chapter, unless at the time otherwise directed
by a police officer, subject to the exceptions granted the driver of an
authorized emergency vehicle.
(2) No provision of this chapter, for which official traffic-control devices
are required, shall be enforced against an alleged violator if at the time
and place of the alleged violation an official device is not in proper position
and sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person. Whenever a particular section does not state that official traffic-control devices
are required, such section shall be effective even though no devices are
erected or in place.
(3) Whenever official traffic-control devices are placed or held in a position approximately conforming to the requirements of this chapter, such
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devices are presumed to have been so placed or held by the official act or
direction of lawful authority, unless the contrary is established by competent evidence.
(4) Any official traffic-control device placed or held pursuant to this
chapter and purporting to conform to the lawful requirements pertaining
to such devices is presumed to comply with the requirements of this chapter, unless the contrary is established by competent evidence.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 13; C. 1943,
57-7-90; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1969, ch. 104, § 1;
1978, ch. 33, § 6.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1949 amendment added "unless at the
time otherwise directed by a police officer,
subject to the exceptions granted the driver
of an authorized emergency vehicle in this
act" to subsec. (a); and added subsec. (b).
The 1969 amendment substituted references to official traffic-control devices for
references to signs; and added subsecs. (c)
and (d).
The 1978 amendment inserted "or held"
throughout the section; substituted "chapter"
for "act" throughout the section; and made
minor changes in phraseology and style.
Cross-References.
Duty to obey police officers, 41-6-13.
Collateral References.
Liability for automobile accident other
than direct collision with pedestrian as

affected by reliance upon or disregard of
stop-and-go signal, 2 ALR 3d 12.
Liability for collision of automobile with
pedestrian as affected by reliance upon or
disregard of stop-and-go signal, 2 ALR 3d
155.
Liability for collision of automobile with
pedestrian at intersection as affected by reliance upon or disregard of traffic sign or signal other than stop-and-go signal, 3 ALR 3d
557.
Liability where automobile accident at
intersection as affected by reliance upon or
disregard of unchanging caution, slow, danger or like sign or signal, 3 ALR 3d 507.
Liability where automobile accident at
intersection as affected by reliance upon or
disregard of unchanging stop signal or sign, 3
ALR 3d 180.
Liability where automobile accident at
intersection as affected by reliance upon or
disregard of "yield" sign or signal, 2 ALR 3d
275.
Reckless driving as affected by traffic signs
or signals, 52 ALR 2d 1352.

41-6-24. Traffic-control signal - At intersections - At place other
than intersection. Whenever traffic is controlled by a traffic-control signal
exhibiting different colored lights, or color lighted arrows, successively one
at a time or in combination only the colors green, red, and yellow shall
be used, except for special pedestrian signals carrying a word legend and
said lights shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and pedestrians
as follows:
(1) "Green" indication.
(a) Vehicular traffic facing a circular green signal may proceed straight
through or turn right or left unless a sign at such place prohibits either
such turn. But vehicular traffic, including vehicles turning right or left
shall yield the right of way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully
within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time such signal
is exhibited.
(b) Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow signal shown alone or in combination with other indication, may cautiously enter the intersection only
to make the movement indicated by such arrow or such other movement
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as is permitted by other indications shown at the same time. Such vehicular traffic shall yield the right of way to pedestrians lawfully within an
adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.
(c) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as provided
in section 41-6-25, pedestrians facing any green signal except when the sole
green signal is a turn arrow may proceed across the roadway within any
marked or unmarked crosswalk.
(2) Steady "Yellow" indication.
(a) Vehicular traffic facing a steady circular yellow or yellow arrow signal is thereby warned that the "Red" signal will be exhibited immediately
thereafter and such vehicular traffic shall not enter the intersection when
the "Red" signal is exhibited.
(b) Pedestrians facing a steady circular yellow or yellow arrow signal,
unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as provided in
section 41-6-25 are thereby advised that there is insufficient time to cross
the roadway, before a red indication is shown and no pedestrian shall then
start to cross the roadway.
(3) Steady "Red" indication.
(a) Vehicular traffic facing a steady red signal alone shall stop at a
clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the
near side of the intersection, or if none, then before entering the intersection and shall remain standing until an indication to proceed is shown;
except as provided in subsection (3) (c).
(b) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as provided
in section 41-6-25, pedestrians facing a steady red signal alone shall not
enter the roadway.
(c) Except when a sign is in place prohibiting a turn, vehicular traffic
facing any steady red signal may cautiously enter the intersection to turn
right, or may turn left from a one-way street into a one-way street, after
stopping as required by subsection (3) (a). Such vehicular traffic shall yield
the right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and
to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.
(4) If an official traffic-control signal is erected and maintained at a
place other than an intersection, the provisions of this section shall be
applicable except as to those provisions which by their nature can have
no application. Any stop required shall be made at a sign or marking on
the highway pavement indicating where the stop shall be made, but in the
absence of any such sign or marking the stop shall be made at the signal.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 14; C. 1943,
57-7-91; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1951, ch. 73, § 1;
1961,ch. 86, § 1; 1973, ch. 81, § 1; 1975, ch. 207,
§ 10; 1978, ch. 33, § 7.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1949 amendment added subsec. (e).
The 1951 amendment rewrote a proviso in
subd. (c)(l) which read: "provided, that at
intersections where signs or signals so indi-

cate, vehicular traffic stopped in the lane
nearest the right hand side of the highway
may cautiously enter the intersection for the
purpose of making a turn to the right but
shall not interfere with other traffic nor
endanger pedestrians lawfully within a
crosswalk."
The 1961 amendment deleted "or 'go"' after
"green" and "'green' alone" in subds. (a), (b)

323

41-6-25

MOTOR VEHICLES

and (c)(l); deleted "or 'stop"' after "Red" and clearly visible line and shall remain standing
"'Red' alone" in subds. (b)(l) and (c); substi- until 'Green' is shown alone"; rewrote subd.
tuted "steady 'yellow' alone" for "'yellow' (3)(b); deleted a former subsec. (d) relating to
steady red with green arrow lights; and
alone or 'Caution"' in subd. (b); inserted
"Steady" before "Red" in subds. (c) and (d); redesignated former subsec. (e) as subsec. (4).
The 1978 amendment deleted "alone when
and made minor changes in phraseology.
The 1973 amendment deleted "or be cross- showing following the 'Green' signal" after
"Steady 'Yellow"' in subd. (2); inserted "a
ing" after "shall not enter" in subd. (2)(a).
The 1975 amendment substituted "exhib- steady circular yellow or yellow arrow" near
iting different colored lights * * * carrying a the beginning of subd. (2)(a); substituted
"circular yellow or yellow arrow" near the
word legend and said lights" in the introductory paragraph for "exhibiting the words beginning of subd. (2)(b) for "yellow"; substi'Go,' 'Caution,' or 'Stop,' or exhibiting differ- tuted "except as provided in subsection
ent colored lights successively one at a time, (3)(c)" at the end of subd. (3)(a) for "proor with arrows, the following colors only vided that vehicular traffic stopped in the
shall be used and said terms and lights"; sub- lane nearest the right-hand side of the highstituted "facing a circular green signal" in way, unless prohibited by a sign, may causubd. (l)(a) for "facing the signal, except tiously enter the intersection for the purpose
when prohibited under section 41-6-92"; of making a turn to the right but shall not
inserted "including vehicles turning right or interfere with other traffic or endanger
pedestrians lawfully within a crosswalk";
left" in the last sentence of subd. (l)(a);
inserted "or an adjacent crosswalk" in the added subd. (3)(c); and made minor changes
last sentence of subd. (l)(a); inserted subd. in phraseology and style.
(l)(b); redesignated former subd. (a)(2) as Collateral References.
(l)(c); rewrote subd. (l)(c); rewrote subd.
Liability where automobile accident at
(2)(b) which read: "Pedestrians facing such intersection as affected by reliance upon or
signal are thereby advised that there is disregard of unchanging caution, slow, daninsufficient time to cross the roadway, and ger or like sign or signal, 3 ALR 3d 507.
any pedestrians then starting to cross shall
Liability where automobile accident at
yield the right of way to all vehicles"; substi- intersection as affected by reliance upon or
tuted "Vehicular traffic facing a steady red disregard of unchanging stop signal or sign, 3
signal * * * until an indication to proceed is ALR 3d 180.
shown" in subd. (3)(a) for "Vehicular traffic
Liability for automobile accident other
facing the signal shall stop before entering
than direct collision with pedestrian as
the nearest crosswalk at an intersection or at affected by reliance upon or disregard of
such other point as may be indicated by a . stop-and-go signal, 2 ALR 3d 12.

41-6-25. Special pedestrian-control signals - Meaning of signals Rights and duties. Whenever special pedestrian-control signals exhibiting
the words "Walk" or "Don't Walk" are in place, such signals shall indicate
as follows:
(a) "Walk" - Pedestrians facing such signal may proceed across the
roadway in the direction of the signal and shall be given right of way by
the drivers of all vehicles.
(b) "Don't Walk" - No pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway in
the direction of such signal, but any pedestrian who has partially completed his crossing on the walk signal shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety
island while the don't walk signal is showing.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 15; C. 1943,
57-7-92;L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1975, ch. 207, § 11.

The 1975 amendment deleted "Wait or"
before "Don't Walk" throughout the section.

CompiJer's Notes.
The 1949 amendment inserted "or 'Don't
Walk"' throughout the section.

Collateral References.
Liability for collision of automobile with
pedestrian as affected by reliance upon or
disregard of stop-and-go signal, 2 ALR 3d
155.
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Liability for collision of automobile with
pedestrian at intersection as affected by reliance upon or disregard of traffic sign or sig-

41-6-26.5

nal other than stop-and-go signal, 3 ALR 3d
557.

41-6-26. Flashing red or yellow signals - Rights and duties of drivers - Railroad grade crossings excluded. (a) Whenever an illuminated
flashing red or yellow signal is used in a traffic signal or with a traffic
sign it shall require obedience by vehicular traffic as follows:
(1) Flashing red (stop signal). When a red lens is illuminated by rapid
intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles shall stop at a clearly marked stop
line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the nearest side of the
intersection, or if none, then at a point nearest the intersecting roadway
where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering, the right to proceed shall be subject to the rules
applicable after making a stop at a stop sign.
(2) Flashing yellow (caution signal). When a yellow lens is illuminated
with rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed through
the intersection or past such signal only with caution.
(b) This section shall not apply at railroad grade crossings. Conduct of
drivers of vehicles approaching railroad grade crossings shall be governed
by the rules as set forth in section 41-6-95.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 16; C. 1943,
57-7-93; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1975, ch. 207, § 12.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1949 amendment inserted "illuminated" near the beginning of subsec. (a);
inserted "is used in an official traffic-control
device" in subsec. (a); and inserted "or, if
none, then before entering the intersection"
in subd. (a)(l).

The 1975 amendment designated the first
paragraph as subsec. (a); substituted "a traffic signal or with a traffic sign" for "an official traffic-control device" in subsec. (a); substituted "shall stop at a clearly marked stop
• • • on the intersecting roadway before
entering" in subd. (a)(l) for "shall stop
before entering the nearest crosswalk at an
intersection or at a limit line when marked,
or, if none, then before entering the intersection, and"; and added subsec. (b).

41-6-26.5. Lane use control signals. When lane use control signals are
placed over individual lanes, the signals shall indicate and apply to drivers
of vehicles as follows:
(1) Green indication - vehicular traffic may travel in any lane over
which a green signal is shown.
(2) Steady yellow indication - vehicular traffic is thereby warned that
a lane control change is being made.
(3) Steady red indication - vehicular traffic shall not enter or travel
in any lane over which a red signal is shown.
(4) Flashing yellow indication - vehicular traffic may use the lane only
for the purpose of approaching and making a left turn.
History: C. 1953, 41-6-26.5, enacted by L.
1969, ch. 105, § 1; L. 1978, ch. 33, § 8.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1978 amendment rewrote this section
which read: "When lane-direction-control

signals are placed over the individual lanes
of a street or highway, vehicular traffic may
travel in any lane over which a green signal
is shown, but shall not enter or travel in any
lane over which a red signal is shown."
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Title of Act.

An act enacting a new section 41-6-26.5,
Utah Code Annotated 1953, relating to lane

direction control signals to provide for directional control signals over individual traffic
lanes. - Laws 1969, ch. 105.

41-6-27. Prohibition of unauthorized signs, signals, lights or markings - Commercial advertising - Public nuisance - Removal. (a) No
person shall place, maintain, or display upon or in view of any highway
any unauthorized sign, signal, light, marking, or device which purports to
be or is an imitation of or resembles an official traffic-control device or
railroad sign or signal, or authorized emergency vehicle flashing light, or
which attempts to direct the movement of traffic, or which hides from view
or interferes with the effectiveness of any official traffic-control device or
any railroad sign or signal, or which is of such brilliant illumination and
so positioned as to blind or dazzle a driver on any highway adjacent
thereto, and no person shall place or maintain nor shall any public authority permit upon any highway any traffic sign or signal bearing thereon any
commercial advertising. This shall not be deemed to prohibit the erection
upon private property adjacent to highways of signs giving useful directional information and of a type that cannot be mistaken for official signs.
(b) Every prohibited sign, signal, or light, or marking is declared to be
a public nuisance and the authority having jurisdiction over the highways
is empowered to remove the same or cause it to be removed without notice.
History:
L. 1941, ch. 52, § 17; C. 1943,
57-7-94;L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1961,ch. 86, § 1.
Compiler's Notes.

The 1949 amendment inserted "or which is
of such brilliant illumination
and so

positioned as to blind or dazzle a driver on
any highway adjacent thereto" in subsec. (a).
The 1961 amendment inserted "light" near
the beginning of subsecs. (a) and (b); inserted
"or authorized emergency vehicle flashing
light" in the first sentence of subsec. (a); and
made minor changes in phraseology.

41-6-28. Interference with signs and signals prohibited. No person
shall without lawful authority attempt to or in fact alter, deface, injure,
knock down, or remove any official traffic-control device or any railroad
sign or signal or any inscription, shield, or insignia thereon, or any other
part thereof.
History:

L. 1941, ch. 52, § 18; C. 1943,

57-7-95.
ARTICLE 4
ACCIDENTS
Section
41-6-29.
41-6-30.
41-6-31.
41-6-32.
41-6-33.
41-6-34.

Driver's duty in event of accident - Stop at scene of accident - Penalty.
Accidents involving damage to vehicle or other property - Misdemeanor.
Give name - Render assistance.
Collision with unattended vehicle or other property.
Repealed.
Accidents involving injury, death, or damage of $400 or more - Duty to notify
police.
41-6-35. Accident reports - Duty of driver, witnesses and investigative officer to forward
or render.
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41-6-36. Physical incapacity of driver - Duty of other occupants or owner to notify police
and make reports.
41-6-37. Forms - Contents - Penalties for failure to make report.
41-6-38. Livestock on highway - Collision, action for damages.
41-6-39. Garage keeper to report damaged vehicle.
41-6-40. Accident reports - Privileged - Confidential - Use as evidence - Penalty for
giving false information.
41-6-41. Statistical information published annually.
41-6-42. Local powers.

41-6-29. Driver's duty in event of accident - Stop at scene of accident - Penalty. (a) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident
resulting in injury to or death of any person shall immediately stop such
vehicle at the scene of such accident or as close thereto as possible but
shall then forthwith return to and in every event shall remain at the scene
of the accident until he has fulfilled the requirements of section 41-6-31.
Every such stop shall be made without obstructing traffic more than is
necessary.
(b) Any person failing to stop or to comply with said requirements
under such circumstances shall upon conviction be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than thirty days nor more than one
year or by fine of not less than $100 nor more than $5,000 or by both such
fine and imprisonment.
(c) The department shall revoke the operator's or chauffeur's license of
the person so convicted for a period not to exceed one year.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 19; C. 1943,
57-7-96;L. 1961, ch. 86, § 1.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1961 amendment inserted
county jail" in subsec. (b).

"in the

Criminal prosecution.
Where, in prosecution of hit-and-run
driver under this section, evidence is discovered after the jury has retired to commence
their deliberations which would sustain
defendant's defense of alibi, it is abuse of
discretion and reversible error to refuse to
grant a new trial on the ground of newly discovered evidence, which was not merely
cumulative. State v. Duncan (1942) 102 U 449,
132 P 2d 121.
Collateral References.
Automobiles e:> 10, 336.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 43; 61A CJS Motor
Vehicles §§ 674-683.
7A AmJur 2d 471 et seq., 551,581, Automobiles and Highway Traffic §§ 289 et seq., 363,
382.

Constitutionality, construction, and effect
of statute in relation to conduct of driver of
automobile after happening of an accident,
16 ALR 1425, 66 ALR 1228, 101 ALR 911.
Failure to comply with statute requiring
one involved in automobile accident to stop
or report as affecting question as to suspension or tolling statute of limitation, 10 ALR
2d 564.
Failure to stop or other conduct after fiutomo bile accident as supporting claim for
exemplary damages, 156 ALR 1115.
Indictment or information charging failure
to stop after accident, give name, etc., or to
render assistance, sufficiency of, 115 ALR
361.
Necessity and sufficiency of showing in a
criminal prosecution under a "hit-and-run"
statute accused's knowledge of accident,
injury, or damage, 23 ALR 3d 497.
Law Reviews.
Stalking the Good Samaritan: Communists, Capitalists and the Duty to Rescue,
1976 Utah L. Rev. 529.

41-6-30. Accidents involving damage to vehicle or other property
- Misdemeanor. The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in damage to a vehicle or other property which is driven or
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attended by any person shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene
of such accident or as close thereto as possible but shall forthwith return
to and in every event shall remain at the scene of such accident until he
has fulfilled the requirements of section 41-6-31. Every such stop shall be
made without obstructing traffic more than is necessary. Any person failing to stop or comply with said requirements under such circumstances
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 20; C. 1943,
57-7-97;L. 1977, ch. 269, § 1; 1979,ch. 242, § 6.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1977 amendment inserted "or other
property" near the beginning of the section;

and substituted "an infraction" for "a misdemeanor" at the end of the section.
The 1979 amendment substituted "a: misdemeanor" for "an infraction" at the end of the
section.

41-6-31. Give name - Render assistance. The driver of any vehicle
involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of any person or
damage to any vehicle which is driven or attended by any person shall give
his name, address, and the registration number of the vehicle he is driving
a.nd shall upon request and if available exhibit his operator's or chauffeur's
lieense to the person struck or the driver or occupant of or person attending any vehicle collided with and shall render to any person injured in such
accident reasonable assistance, including the carrying, or the making of
arrangements for the carrying, of such person to a physician, surgeon, or
hospital for medical or surgical treatment if it is apparent that such treatment is necessary or if such carrying is requested by the injured person.
History:
57-7-98.

L. 1941, ch. 52, § 21; C. 1943,

Collateral References.
Requirement that motorist render assistance, 7A AmJur 2d 476, Automobiles and
Highway Traffic § 294.

Validity and construction of statute
making it a criminal offense for the operator
of a motor vehicle not to carry or display his
operator's license or the vehicle registration
certificate, 6 ALR 3d 506.

41-6-32. Collision with unattended vehicle or other property. The
driver of any vehicle which collides with or is involved in an accident with
any vehicle or other property which is unattended which results in damage
to the other vehicle or property shall immediately stop and shall then and
there either locate and notify the operator or owner of such vehicle or
other property of such driver's name and address and the registration
number of the vehicle causing such damage or shall attach securely in a
conspicuous place on the vehicle or other property a written notice giving
such driver's name and address and the registration number of the vehicle
causing such damage. If applicable, the driver shall also give notice as provided in section 41-6-34. Any person failing to comply with said requirements under such circumstances is guilty of an infraction.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 22; C. 1943,
57-7-99;L. 1977, ch. 269, § 2.

Compiler's Notes.
The 1977 amendment rewrote this section
which read: "The driver of any vehicle which
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collides with any vehicle which is unattended
shall immediately stop and shall then and
there either locate and notify the operator or
owner of such vehicle of the name and
address of the driver and owner of the vehicle striking the unattended vehicle or shall
leave in a conspicuous place in the vehicle
struck a written notice giving the name and
address of the driver and of the owner of the

41-6-33.

41-6-35

vehicle doing the striking and a statement of
the circumstances thereof."
Collateral References.
Automobiles <S:::>10.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 43.
Liability for injury to child by automobile
left unattended in street or highway, 140
ALR 538.

Repealed.

Repeal.
Section 41-6-33 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 23; C.
1943, 57-7-100), relating to accidents result-

ing only in damage to fixtures legally upon or
adjacent to a highway, was repealed by Laws
1977, ch. 269, § 6.

41-6-34. Accidents involving injury, death, or damage of $400 or
more - Duty to notify police. The driver of a vehicle involved in an acci-

dent resulting in injury to or death of any person or property damage to
an apparent extent of $400 or more, shall immediately by the quickest
means of communication give notice of such accident to the local police
department if such accident occurs within a municipality, otherwise to the
officeof the county sheriff or to a state trooper.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 24; C. 1943,
57-7-101;L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1; 1977, ch. 269, § 3;
1979, ch. 242, § 7.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1955 amendment inserted "or property
damage to an apparent extent of $100 or
more"; and substituted "state trooper" for
"state highway patrolman."
The 1977 amendment increased the damage
amount from $100 to $200.

The 1979 amendment increased the damage
amount from $200 to $400.
Cross-References.
Collision with unattended vehicle or other
property, 41-6-32.
Failure to report accident, penalty,
41-12-32.
False or forged reports, penalty, 41-12-32.
Notice given by occupant of vehicle,
41-6-36.

41-6-35. Accident reports - Duty of driver, witnesses and investigative officer to forward or render. (a) The driver of a vehicle involved

in an accident resulting in injury to or death of any person or total property damage to the apparent extent of $400 or more shall within five days
after such accident forward a written report of such accident to the department.
(b) The department may require any driver of a vehicle involved in an
accident, of which report must be made as provided in this section, to file
supplemental reports whenever the original report is insufficient in the
opinion of the department and may require witnesses of accidents to
render reports to the department.
(c) A written accident report is not required under this chapter from
any person who is physically incapable of making a report during the
period of such incapacity.
(d) Every law enforcement officer, who in the regular course of duty,
investigates a motor vehicle accident of which report must be made as
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required in this section, either at the time of and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by interviewing participants or witnesses, shall, within
five days after completing such investigation, forward a written report of
such accident to the department.
(e) Such written reports required to be forwarded by law enforcement
officers and the information contained therein shall not be privileged or
held confidential.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 25; C. 1943,
57-7-102;L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1961, ch. 86, § 1;
1969, ch. 106, § 1; 1973, ch. 82, § 1; 1979, ch.
242, § 8.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1949 amendment changed time within
which driver must forward written report
from 24 hours to 5 days.
The 1961 amendment increased the extent
of damage minimum from $25 to $50.
The 1969 amendment increased the extent
of damage minimum from $50 to $100; and
made minor changes in phraseology and
punctuation.
The 1973 amendment increased the damage
amount in subsec. (a) from $100 to $200.
The 1979 amendment increased the damage
amount in subsec. (a) from $200 to $400;
inserted subsec. (c); redesignated former
subsec. (c) as (d); substituted "five days" for
"twenty-four hours" in subsec. (d); and added
subsec. (e).
Cross-References.
Accident report by owner of vehicle,
41-6-36.
Garage keeper to report damaged vehicle,
41-6-39.

Manslaughter.
Acquittal under former statute was not
bar to manslaughter prosecution. State v.
Cheeseman (1924) 63 U 138, 223 P 762, applying Comp. Laws 1917, § 3979.
Reports as basis for determination
of
security deposit.
Order of commission revoking plaintiffs'
driving licenses due to their failure to deposit
security after accident was authorized even
though, after expiration of fifty days, no
injured party had manifested an intent to
seek compensation and none had filed proof
under 41-12-5; commission could require
deposit on basis of reports or other evidence
and suspend licenses for failure to furnish
deposit. Simmons v. State, Dept. of Public
Safety (1970) 24 U 2d 146, 467 P 2d 414.
Collateral References.
Automobiles e:,:, 10.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 43.
Failure to comply with statute requiring
one involved in automobile accident to stop
or report as affecting question as to suspension or tolling statute of limitation, 10 ALR
2d 564.

41-6-36. Physical incapacity of driver - Duty of other occupants
or owner to notify police and make reports. (a) Whenever the driver
of a vehicle is physically incapable of giving an immediate notice of an
accident as required in section 41-6-34 and there was another occupant in
the vehicle at the time of the accident capable of doing so, such occupant
shall give or cause to be given the notice not given by the driver.
(b) Whenever the driver is physically incapable of making a written
report of an accident as required in section 41-6-35 and such driver is not
the owner of the vehicle, then the owner of the vehicle involved in such
accident shall within 15 days after learning of the accident make such
report not made by the driver.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 26; C. 1943,
57-7-103;L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1955, ch. 71, § 1;
1977, ch. 269, § 4.

Compiler's Notes.
The 1949 amendment deleted "or written"
after "immediate" in subsec. (a); substituted
"section 41-6-34" for "Sections 24 and 25" in
subsec. (a); and added subsec. (b).
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The 1955 amendment substituted "notice"
for "report" in two places in subsec. (a).

41-6-38

The 1977 amendment substituted "15 days"
for "five days" in subsec. (b).

41-6-37. Forms - Contents - Penalties for failure to make report.
(a) The department shall prepare and upon request supply to police
departments, justices of the peace, sheriffs, garages and other suitable
agencies or individuals, forms for accident reports required in this article,
appropriate with respect to the persons required to make such reports and
the purposes to be served. The written reports to be made by persons
involved in accidents and by investigating officers shall call for sufficiently
detailed information to disclose with reference to a traffic accident the
cause, conditions then existing, and the persons and vehicles involved.
(b) Every accident report required to be made in writing shall be made
on the appropriate form approved by the department and shall contain all
of the information required therein unless not available.
(c) Every such report shall also contain information sufficient to enable
the department to determine whether the requirements for the deposit of
security under any of the laws of this state are inapplicable by reason of
the existence of insurance or other exceptions specified therein.
(d) The department shall suspend the license or permit to drive and
any nonresident operating privileges of any person failing to report an
accident as herein provided until such report has been filed. The department may extend such suspension not to exceed 30 days. Any person convicted of failing to make a report as required herein shall be punished as
provided in section 41-6-164.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 27; C. 1943,
57-7-104;L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1961, ch. 86, § 1;
1979,ch. 242, § 9.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1949 amendment added subsecs. (c)
and (d).

The 1961 amendment inserted the second
sentence of subsec. (d).
The 1979 amendment substituted "in this
article" for "hereunder" in subsec. (a).
Collateral References.
Automobiles <S:=->
10.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 43.

41-6-38. Livestock on highway - Collision, action for damages. No
person owning or controlling the possession of any livestock, shall willfully
or negligently permit any such livestock to stray upon or remain unaccompanied by a person in charge or control thereof upon a public highway,
both sides of which are adjoined by property which is separated from such
highway by a fence, wall, hedge, sidewalk, curb, lawn or building; provided,
· that the foregoing provision shall not apply to range stock drifting into
any such highway in going to or returning from their accustomed ranges.
No person shall drive any such livestock upon, over or across any public
highway during the period from half an hour after sunset to half an hour
before sunrise, without keeping a sufficient number of herders with warning lights on continual duty to open the road so as to permit the passage
of vehicles. In any civil action brought by the owner, driver or occupant
of a motor vehicle or by their personal representatives or assignees, or by
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the owner of the livestock for damages caused by collision with any domestic animal or animals on a highway, there is no presumption that such
collision was due to negligence on behalf of the owner or the person in
possession of such livestock.
History:
57-7-105.

L. 1941, ch. 52, § 28; C. 1943,

Cross-References.
Livestock highways, 27-12-117et seq.
No presumption provision.
This provision is clear and unambiguous
and in an action where plaintiff's motorcycle
collided with a horse on a highway, it means
that there is no presumption that the defendant was guilty in permitting the horses to
be upon the highway under the conditions
that were found there and the burden rests
upon the plaintiff to establish acts of negli-

gence. Hyrum Smith Estate Co. v. Peterson
(1955) 227 F 2d 442.
Trial court properly directed verdict for
defendant owner of horse struck by vehicle,
since under this section the mere fact defendant's horses escaped from enclosure was not
sufficient to justify submitting defendant's
negligence to jury. Rhiness v. Dansie (1970)
24 U 2d 375, 472 P 2d 428.
Collateral References.
Automobiles €:;> 10.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles § 43.
Livestock or fowl on highway, liability for
killing or injuring by motor vehicle, of, 20
ALR 2d 1053.

41-6-39. Garage keeper to report damaged vehicle. The person in
charge of any garage or repair shop who receives a vehicle which shows
evidence of having been involved in an accident for which a written report
must be made as provided in section 41-6-35, or having been struck by any
bullet, shall report to the local police department if such garage is located
within a municipality, otherwise to the office of county sheriff or the nearest office of the state highway patrol, within twenty-four hours after such
vehicle is received by the garage or repair shop, giving the vehicle identification number, registration number, and the name and address of the
owner or operator of such vehicle. If a damage vehicle sticker describing
the damage is affixed to the vehicle, the person in charge of the garage
or repair shop is not obligated to give the notification required by this
section.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 29; C. 1943,
57-7-106;L. 1977, ch. 269, § 5.
Compiler's Notes.
The 1977 amendment inserted provisions
determining whether report be made to local
police department or to county sheriff in the
first sentence; added the second sentence; and
made minor changes in phraseology.

Repealing Clause.
Section 6 of Laws 1977, ch. 269 provided:
"Section 41-6-33, Utah Code Annotated 1953,
is repealed."
Collateral References.
Automobiles €:;> 363.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 717.

41-6-40. Accident reports - Privileged - Confidential - Use as
evidence - Penalty for giving false information. (a) All written
reports required in this article to be forwarded to the department by drivers or owners of vehicles involved in accidents or by garages shall be without prejudice to the individual so reporting and shall be for the confidential
use of the department or other state agencies having use for the records
for accident prevention purposes, except that the department may disclose
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the identity of a person involved in an accident when such identity is not
otherwise known or when such person denies his presence at such accident.
(b) No written reports forwarded under the provisions of this section
shall be used as evidence in any trial, civil or criminal, arising out of an
accident except that the department shall furnish upon demand of any
party to such trial, or upon demand of any court, a certificate showing that
a specified accident report has or has not been made to the department
in compliance with law, and, if such report has been made, the date, time
and location of the accident, the names and addresses of the drivers, the
owners of the vehicles involved, and the investigating officers. The reports
may be used as evidence when necessary to prosecute charges filed in connection with a violation of subsection (c).
(c) Any person who gives information in oral or written reports as
required in this chapter knowing or having reason to believe that such
information is false shall be fined, upon conviction, not more than $1,000,
or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both.
History: C. 1953, 41-6-40, enacted by L.
1979,ch. 242, § 10.
Compiler's Notes.

Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 10 repealed old
section 41-6-40 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 30; C. 1943,
57-7-107;L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1), relating to accident reports and their use in evidence, and
enacted new section 41-6-40.
Cross-References.

Collateral References.

Automobiles cS:=>10.
60 CJS Motor Vehicles§ 43.
Stopping, identification, and aid by motorist after accident, 7A AmJur 2d 471 et seq.,
Automobiles and Highway Traffic § 289 et
seq.
Admissibility of report of operator, filed
pursuant to law, respecting automobile accident, 69 ALR 905.

Financial responsibility division to furnish
copies of officers' reports on accidents upon
request, fees, 41-12-3.1.

41-6-41. Statistical information published annually. The department
shall tabulate and may analyze all accident reports and shall publish annually, or at more frequent intervals, statistical information based thereon
as to the number and circumstances of traffic accidents.
History:

L. 1941, ch. 52, § 31; C. 1943,

57-7-108.

41-6-42. Local powers. Any local authority may by ordinance require
that the driver of a vehicle involved in any accident, or the owner of such
vehicle, shall also file with the designated municipal department a written
report of such accident or a copy of any report herein required to be filed
with the department on accidents occurring within their jurisdiction. All
such reports shall be for the confidential use of the municipal department
and subject to the provisions of section 41-6-40.
History:
L. 1941, ch. 52, § 32; C. 1943,
57-7-109;L. 1979, ch. 242, § 11.

Compiler's Notes.

The 1979 amendment substituted "local
authority" for "incorporated city, town,
village, or other municipality" in the first

333

41-6-43

MOTOR VEHICLES

sentence; substituted "any accident" for "an
accident" in the first sentence; substituted
"municipal department" for "city department" in two places; inserted "written"

before "report" in the first sentence; and
added "on accidents occurring within their
jurisdiction" to the first sentence.

ARTICLE 5
DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED AND
RECKLESS DRIVING
Section
Powers of focal authorities.
Negligent homicide - Death occurring within one year - Penalty - Revocation
of license or privilege to drive.
Driving under the influence of alcohol or drug - Presumption arising from alco41-6-44.
holic content of blood - Basis of percentage by weight of alcohol - Criminal
punishment - Arrest without warrant - Revocation of license.
41-6-44.2.
Driving with blood alcohol content of .10% or higher unlawful - Penalty.
41-6-44.3.
Standards for chemical breath analysis - Evidence.
41-6-44.5.
Driving while intoxicated - Chemical tests as evidence - Presumption of blood
alcohol level.
41-6-44.10. Implied consent to chemical tests for alcohol or drug - Refusal to allow Warning, report, revocation of license - Court action on revocation - Person
incapable of refusal - Results of test available - Who may give test - Evidence.
41-6-44.20. Drinking alcoholic beverage and open containers in motor vehicle prohibited Definitions - Exceptions - Penalty for violation.
41-6-45.
Reckless driving - Penalty.
41-6-43.
41-6-43.10.

41-6-43. Powers of local authorities. (a) Local authorities may by
ordinance provide that it shall be unlawful for any person who is under
the influence of alcohol, or who has a blood alcohol content of .10% or
greater, or who is under the influence of any drug or combined influence
of alcohol and any drug to a degree which renders the person incapable
of safely driving a vehicle, to drive or be in actual physical control of any
vehicle within this state, for the use of a chemical test or tests and for
evidentiary presumptions, and for penalties consistent with sections
41-6-44 and 41-6-44.2.
(b) Local authorities may also by ordinance provide that any person
who drives any vehicle in willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property is guilty of reckless driving, and provide penalties consistent with section 41-6-45.
History: C. 1953, 41-6-43, enacted by L.
1979, ch. 242, § 12.
Compiler's Notes.
Laws 1978, ch. 33, § 54 repealed old section
41-6-43 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 33; C. 1943, 57-7-110;
L. 1957, ch. 75, § 1; 1967, ch. 88, § 1; 1969, ch.
107, § 1), relating to powers of local authorities as to driving while intoxicated and reckless driving, and new section 41-6-43 was
enacted by Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 12.

Cross-References.
Traffic regulations, powers and duties of
cities as to, 10-8-30:
Effect of interim repeal.
The interim repeal of this section did not
render municipalities without authority to
enact ordinances prohibiting driving under
the influence of alcohol as municipalities had
authority under their general police powers
to enact such ordinances in the absence of a
specific legislative grant of authority. Layton
City v. Glines (1980) 616 P 2d 588.
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